
After Care Sta in less Steel  

Day to Day Care

Routine c leaning  of your sta inless steel sink is easy if 
the following sim p le procedure is followed.  After use 
wipe the bowl and dra iner with a  soft dam p soapy 
c loth, rinse with c lean water.  In hard- water a reas, an 
app lica tion of Jif will avoid  any build - up  of dull film  
of waterborne deposits.  Although sta inless steel is 
an extrem ely durab le m ateria l and will withstand a  
great dea l of hard  use, it can be scra tched by hard  
or sharp  ob jects.  If the surfaces are to be kept in a  
b lem ish free cond ition reasonab le care should  be 
taken when hand ling  such item s.

Discoloura t ion and  Heavy Sta in ing

Sta ining  of sta inless steel in m ost cases is due to 
som ething  being  deposited  on the steel ra ther than 
an a ttack on the m ateria l itself.  The m ost com m on 
cause of sta ining  is the build  up  of a  thin film  of 
water borne deposits on the sink surface, often first 
seen as a  ra inbow effec t.  The build  up  of such a  film  
can be avoided by drying  the surface of the sink 
a fter use as  described above.  However, should  
such a  film  appear, it can be read ily rem oved with a  
soft dam p c loth and Jif.  To rem ove the film , app ly 
the Jif neat and rub  vigorously with a  dam p c loth 
a long the length of the sink surface.  After c leaning  
rinse thoroughly with c lean water and dry.  Wire wool 
p roducts and ferrous water supp ly p ipes can leave 
m inute ferrous partic les adhered to the sink surface.  
Since sta inless steel under norm al cond itions does 
not rust, these partic les can cause the  appearance 
of sm all b rown rust sta ins.  These sta ins can be 
rem oved using  the procedure described above.

Cleaning

Always use a  soft c loth.  The use of coarse grit 
scouring  powders or soap filled  wire wool c leaning  
pads is not recom m ended, since both will m ark the 
surface of the sink.  Wire wool pads can leave tiny 
fragm ents of wire em bedded in the surface and 
these can rust and leave sm all b rown rust sta ins.  
Vigorous rubb ing  with a  soft c loth, Jif, neat 
detergent, c leaning  cream  or liquid  will rem ove 
these sta ins.  Always rem ove wet c leaning  a ids 
(c loths, conta iner etc) from  the  sink surface a fter 
use in order to avoid  the form ation of water m arks 
and rust sta ins.

Caut ion :

Certa in household  products conta in substances which 
will a ttack the sta inless steel surface, they inc lude :

1.  Bleaches 

Most com m on dom estic  b leaches conta in Chlorine in 
the form  of a  hypochlorite.  Chlorine a ttacks the 
m icroscop ic  Chrom ium  Oxide film  on the surface and 
can cause  p itt ing  of the surface.

Bleaches should  a lways be used in the prescribed 
strength spec ified  by the m anufacturers.  Und iluted  
b leachers can cause p itt ing  and sta ining  of the 
surface and should  be im m edia tely rinsed off with 
p lenty of c lean water.  All c leaning  agents conta ining  
hypochlorites are unsuitab le for use with sta inless steel 
and , even highly d iluted , can cause p itt ing  under 
certa in cond itions.  For this reason it is strong ly 
recom m ended tha t the sink is not used for soaking  
c lothes of c leaning  c lothes in hypochlorite solutions for 
long periods.

2.  Silver Dip  Cleaners

These are particula rly harm ful since they conta in 
strong ac ids which can cause d iscoloura tion and 
p itt ing .  The first sign of this is an iridescent ra inbow 
sta in which turns an etched dull g rey colour.  Should  
any Silver Dip  Cleaner com e into contact with the 
surface of the sink it should  be im m edia tely rinsed off 
with p lenty of c lean water.

3.  Corrosive Foodstuffs

Fruit juices, dam p sa lt, vinegar, ready m ade m ustards, 
p ickle and m ayonna ise can cause p itt ing  and 
corrosion if left in contact with the sta inless steel 
surface for long periods.

4.  Acids

Sulphuric , Hydrochloric  and other strong ac ids will 
cause p itt ing  corrosion,a  s will photographic  
develop ing  liquids.  All should  be im m edia tely washed 
off with p lenty of c lean water if contact occurs.
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